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1 General Introdu, 

1.1 Background 

The identification of objects is a fundame 
practice it, for example, when we read the pri 
someone we know. Fór a biologist, identifica 
ing the name for a specimen ofanimal or plan 
identified is usually assigned to a species. Wh: 
question, it cannot be identified unless there 
oflike objects with which the new object can 
rion, here, means a way of grouping . 
relationship between tliem. The groups 
givennames, and when a new object is 
it belongs to one ofthe existing groups, then 
purpose of these remarks is to make clear 
is being used in a special sense. In ordinary 
both its special sense as just given, and also 
The verb 'to recognize' has these two . 
also speak ofthe 'determination' ofspec:mten 
as identification, and of the 'naming' of 
identification too, but sometimes implies 
temporarily or superficial1y. 

By far the greatest part of the . 
when identifying specimens is based on 
features that can be observed with ease, such 
when the object is held in the hand~'This is 
necessarily fundamental in any sen se, but 

.of speed and convenience. There is a strong 
specialized techniques such as dissection or 
they may yield valuable information. 
collecting techniques exist, most ofthe . 
tion is obtained by human observation 
seems likely to remain the case for the 

The diagnostic key, or 'key' for short, is 
used identification method, and many 
explanation ofwhat this is. For those not 
tion of its use and construction is given on 
most fields of biology, and its use is 


