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1 The Taxonomic Position 

1.1 Introduction 

This book ís concerned with well-known 
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genus Mucor and to sorne other genera of the 
closely allied to Mucor. These moulds are fam 
damp bread, rotting fruít, and especially on 
weather. Further, though not normally visible, 
constituents of the fungal flora of all normal soils. 

Although the subject maner would seem to be 
nevertheless in a study of these simple fu 
Mycology, the science of fungi , can be 
involved in complex taxonomy or in the cOlllsi,delrati 
structure. However, before embarking on a 
aspects of these organisms, it ís desirable to 
Fungi as a whole, and also to indicaty the statuS of 
other living things . 

1.2 Taxonomic position ofthe Fungi 

Although traditionally fungi have been dLL.

Plant kingdom, an increasing number ofbiologists 
They feel that grouping organisms ínto only twO 
Animal, is not justifiable, but that four should 
Animal, Fungal and Bacteria!. Further, 
organisms, a fifth should be added. Amongst the 
gap is between the kingdom of Bacteria and the 
separa tes eukaryotic organisms (plants, 
prokaryotic bacteria and theír blue-green 

The protoplasm of the bacterial cell is 
eukaryotic cel!. A distinctive feature of the 
double membrane surrounding complex 
the much less complicated nuclear apparatus 
cyLOplasm contaíns mítochondria, the 
eukaryotic cell, which are lacking jn pro 
plasmic retículum is a special feature of 
are good r~asons for believing that prokaryotic 
of millions of years before eukaryotic organisms 

Fungi resemble green plants in having their 
within a cell-wall, but differ nutritionally 
chlorophyll. As a result they are unable, and 


