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What is Pollution1 

Levels ofpollution 

Our world is full of poisonous substances. 
aaturally, quite independently 

levels. which giv~ 
conslder pollunon 

are 

. 
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DDT may do no 

of.any activity of 
from an active volcano may contam so much 
grow nearby. Rivers flowing th~ough for~sts 
bccause so much natural orgamc matter IS 

tbis decomposes the results are similar to heavy 
man-made sewage. Mercury, occurring natural 
concentrat~d by fish to 
authorities. But when we 
presence of toxic materials introduced into 
This does not mean that only man-made 
suddenness of the changes induced by hi~ 

tbe long-term effects of naturally occurnng 

come to accept. 


I consider that we should only speak of 
probably a harmful ?n~, can ?e 
are so sensitive that lt IS posslble lO detecl 
everywhere. Our own bodies, even when we are 
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However, the difference 
contamination is not always a clear one. 
level where acute toxic effects can be 11l:\,V I';.llu.\..] 

gross pollution. We see this in a river. 
sewage, or near a brickworks p~unng out 
killing the vegetation. It is more dlfficult to be 
no harmful effect. In the case ofsewage or 
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